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01 It was Christmas Eve in 1914, the first year of World War .

02 English soldiers were facing German soldiers from their
trenches as they had done for the last few months. The
trenches were cold and wet.

03 The soldiers were tired and missed their home, all the more so
because it was Christmas.

04 Suddenly, a familiar song was heard coming from the German
trenches. It was a Christmas carol!

05 What's going on? It might be a trick to make them come out of
the trenches.

06 A few English soldiers boldly looked out of their trenches. One
by one, other soldiers followed their example.

07 What they saw was a sight they never expected. Along the
German trenches, Christmas trees were standing lit with
lanterns!

08 The German soldiers sang one Christmas song after another.
The English soldiers began to answer by also singing
Christmas songs.

09 The warm lights and the Christmas carols made them forget
they were on the front line.

10 Then a shout came out from the German side: “Happy
Christmas! You no shoot, we no shoot!”

11 Soon, soldiers whose aim had been to kill each other just a
few hours before began to exchange greetings.

12 For the first time in several months, the soldiers were able to
spend a night in peace. It truly was a silent night.

13 Christmas morning came. Soldiers on both sides put down
their weapons and came out of their trenches.

14 They met in the no-man’s-land between their trenches and
shook hands. They exchanged small gifts such as wine and
cake.

15 They sang carols together. Some even exchanged addresses
and played football.

16 This unbelievable Christmas Day was written about in letters
English soldiers sent home.

17 One soldier wrote, “On Christmas Day, English and German
soldiers met between the two lines and had talks. We also
had bike races.”

18 Another wrote, “We didn’t think that we were at war. Here we
were, enemy talking to enemy.

19 They were like us, with mothers, with friends, with wives who

were waiting to welcome their men home again.”

A 01 What they saw was a sight they never expected.

02 It might be a trick to make them come out of the trenches.
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03 Suddenly, a familiar song was heard coming from the
German trenches.

04 The English soldiers began to answer by also singing
Christmas songs.

05 English soldiers were facing German soldiers from their
trenches as they had done for the last few months.

B 01 We didn't think that we were at war.

02 One by one, other soldiers followed their example.

03 The German soldiers sang one Christmas song after
another.

04 A few English soldiers boldly looked out of their trenches.

05 Soon, soldiers whose aim had been to kill each other just

a few hours before began to exchange greetings.
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